In opening the discussion on the nature and outlook of glycosuria, perhaps the most important point to be emphasised is that a fuller knowledge of its causation has led to so great an advance in treatment Of course, every one who has had much experience of statistical records knows how full of fallacy they are, both on account of the relatively small number of cases concerned in statistics of this sort, and also from the fact that a better medical education leads to earlier diagnosis and, consequently. * Read 15th February 1922. 46 to an earlier admission to hospital where the cases stay for a shorter time, and so the deaths do not fall within the period of hospital residence. Still, making all allowance for these facts, the curve is striking, and the drop so regular and continuous, that one is forced to the conclusion that some really important factor is at work in producing the alteration.
If one accepts as the definition of diabetes that of a disease in which the normal utilisation of carbohydrates is impaired, with the result that glucose is excreted in the urine in recognisable amount, one must reckon with the fact that there are various other types of glycosuria which would fall within this definition ; but from the clinical point of view it is wiser to accept Joslin's position that any patient who has a demonstrable quantity of sugar in the urine is suffering from diabetes mellitus, unless the contrary can be clearly proved.
Time does not allow of any lengthy retrospect of the history of the disease; those who desire details will find them in the works of Cantani, Cammidge, and others, whilst a short resume up to date with a reference list to the literature is furnished by Allen. In the earlier periods there is no very definite evidence of recognition of the malady, but several of the writers of the first century of the present era note the existence of a disorder where the excretion of urine is greatly increased, and Aretaeus of Cappadocia first gave the condition its present name.
The disease was also mentioned by Celsus, Paulus /Egineta, Galen, and others, whilst references by oriental physicians have also been noted. Little advance, however, was made till the seventeenth century, when Willis called attention to the sweetness of the urine which suggested the presence in it of honey or sugar, and from that time onwards slow but steady advances were made in our knowledge of the condition.
Long before this, however, treatment of the disease, little though it was understood, seems to have been attempted, and, apart from medical treatises which deal with the subject, there is an interesting letter, written 
